The Illinois Ballot Integrity Project
M nutes of the July 13, 2005, Meeting
Conpi |l ed by Roy L.

Larry called the nmeeting to order at 7:08.

Pr esent

Bill W
Del phyne W
Kevin M (observer)

Reports

1. Cook County Board neeting.
Lora reported on the Cook County Board neeting of July 12

She said the Board voted to accept the contract wi th Sequoi a,
and only then accepted conments fromthe public on any matters.

Still, the contract seenmed to have sonmething |l ess than tota
support anong the Board nenbers, and Lora thinks this nay
provi de an opening for further action on our part.

Lora said Bev Harris's upconing report on Sequoia nmachines is
still not ready for publication. Wen it is, Lora will nake
it available to the nenbers of the County Board.

Though the Board normally nmeets every two weeks, it takes a
break in the sumrer, and will not neet again before Septenber.

Lora al so said she checked into the reports that Sequoia's
president cited two weeks ago.

a. Lora was unable to locate the report prepared by the
University of M ssouri

b. Lora located two reports fromthe Massachusettes Institute
of Technol ogy. The first said there was no di screpancies
between the exit polls and the voting machi nes. The second
refuted the first, and said the first was flawed because it
used the pollsters' altered data instead of their original data.
So these two reports fromMT did not support Sequoia's
reliability.

After Lora's report, we discussed possible courses of action

Neal asked whether public hearings were required before
this contract could be signed. If so, the Board may have
overreached its authority to sign that contract. Severa
County officials claimthat public hearings were held--the
voting machi ne denonstration at the County Building, the

Fi nance Conmittee hearings--but it's dubious that these
neet the legal definition of a "public hearing." Lora said



she woul d raise this question with an attorney she knows.

Soneone suggested that we should al so verify whether the
City of Chicago was in conpliance on any such requirenent.

Anot her suggestion was to check whether there was sufficient
i nput fromthe handi cap comunity. But Kevin says that
representatives of handicap groups did neet on severa
occasions with officials of the County O erks office.

Roy suggested that, since the Sequoia contract is now a
public docunment, we get a copy and study it. He also
suggested that we get "in the | oop" on public notices and
agendas of upcomi ng neetings of the Board and its commttees.

Kevin commented that the Sequoia contract includes four types of
machi nes:

a. Touch-screen voting machi ne.

b. Optiscan ballot reader

c. "Accunul ator," which conbines the totals fromtwo above nachi nes.

d. A central tabulator, which conbines totals fromall the accumul ators.

2. 5% "Di scovery Recount"

a. The newy passed Illinois HB1968 requires a mandatory random 5%
"di scovery recount" in each County. But this seens to apply only to
t ouch-screen systens. W should push the County to inplenent a
mandat ory recount for optiscan nachines as well.

b. There is sonme question whether a 5% di scovery recount is
adequat e under all circunmstances. Lora is working with Ron
Bai man to devel op a chart showi ng the nini mumrequired
percentage for various sized counties and various |evels of
fraud. They will also design a proposed set of procedures
for performng the audits.

3. Source code review.

The contract with Sequoia allows for County to inspect the machines
source code. The County is free to select experts of its own choosing.

4. Touch-screens as HAVA conpliant.

Lora questioned whether the paper trail produced by the Sequoia
touch-screen systemw || nmeet HAVA requirenents for handi cap use.

HAVA requires that the voter be able to independently verify the
ballot. But blind voters cannot verify the Sequoi a paper trail
The auditory feedback provided by the Sequoia machine is generated
not fromthe paper trail, but fromthe digital ballot.

She al so says that the Sequoia paper rolls that constitute the paper
trail can easily be snmudged. Moreover, their physical makeup nakes
t hem al nost i mpossible to use for a recount. Nevada tried to use
themin doing a recount, but finally gave up and outsourced the task
to Sequoi a.

Lora reports that tactile, non-digital devices for accessible voting
are available, including ones from Accupoll and Automark. A list of



such devices is posted at http://verifiedvoting.org. Rhode |Island has
experience using such devices.
5. "Ten Essential s"

Larry introduced his paper on the "Ten Essentials" for honest elections.

New Busi ness

The neeting deci ded on the foll owi ng organi zati on el enents:

1. A voting nmenber shall be any person who attends at |east three
II'linois Ballot Integrity Project neetings in the prior twelve nonths.

2. A neeting quorum shall consist of seven voting nenbers.

3. A yea-vote of five voting menbers is required to pass any neasure

Announcenent s

Neal announced that there will be a showing of the film"Invisible
Bal | ot s" on Sunday, July 31, 7 pm at Chicago Fil nmmakers, 5243 N. d ark,
in Chicago. Kevin M and Larry Q wll introduce discussion of the film

More info at 773/ 250-3225 or enmil andersonvill enei ghborsforpeace@ahoo. com

Action itens Vol unt eer

1. Cbtain |l egal opinion on whether public hearings were required Lora
of the Cook County Board before it voted on the Sequoia contract.
Do the sanme for the Chicago City Council

2. If public hearings were required, consider avail able courses Al
of action.
3. Contact the "Election Reform Meetup" and consider inviting them Lora

to join our group.

4. Contact County Board nenbers to di scuss whether and how the Lora
Sequoi a purchase ni ght be stopped. Nea
Bill
5. Check whether Thelrma is available to exani ne the Sequoia Roy
contract.
6. Recruit for our group at the Disabled Pride Parade on July 23. Lora
(Lora and Neal ask that other nenbers of our group also help.) Nea
7. Propose to the County a pilot project for a 100% handcount in Lora

a smal |l nunber of precincts.
The proposal is to be nodel ed on one of the four nethods offered
by Lynn Landes at http://ww. ecotal k.org

Adj our nnment



The neeting was adjourned at 9:05 pm



