What Can I Do?

[image: image1.emf]Getting involved doesn’t take much more than just deciding for yourself that Election Integrity is an important matter, that free, honest, open, fair and transparent are the cornerstone of American democracy.  Often people think that such issues are “too big,” or ask, “what can one person do?”  Here are some thought-starters that can help answer those questions:

Find Out More.  Information is power, and fortunately in this case it’s mostly free.  The Web has a wealth of resources with dozens of sites. Google “voting” and you’re on your way!  IBIP also provides a short list of top election integrity sites (see separate handout).  Find out about registration, early voting, absentee voting, etc.  Don’t be concerned that the subject may seem overwhelming at first.  Take it a little bit at a time and follow the threads and issues that interest you.  You’ll soon become more of an expert than you might have expected.

Write, Call, FAX, E-Mail.  Write your elected representatives and tell them you want open, free, honest and fair elections.  Don’t know names and addresses, GoTo:  http://congress.org, enter your ZIP code and you’ll get a list of national elected officials and links to state and local representatives.  Pay special attention to your Representative (most election issue bills originate in the House), and to other  House members of the Illinois General Assembly.  Along with your local State Rep and Senator, there are seven members of the House Committee on Elections & Campaign Reform.  The Chairman is Charles E. Jefferson of Rockford.  (See reverse)

State and local election officials:  Visit their websites and Write, Call, Fax or E-Mail.  Tell them you want fair, open honest elections.  

Illinois State Board of Elections:



http://www.elections.il.gov/
Cook County Clerk (David Orr):



http://www.voterinfonet.com/
Chicago Board of Election Commissioners:
http://www.chicagoelections.com/
More local Illinois election officials can be found here:

http://www.elections.il.gov/ElectionAuthorities/ElecAuthorityList.aspx
Write a Letter to the Editor.  Along with the “big media,” don’t overlook Pioneer Press, the Reader. Evanston Roundtable and similar local publications - your chances are better with less competition.

Volunteer.  Become a Deputy Registrar – help get out the vote.  Apply to become an election judge – or a poll-watcher – what better way to collect information than from the inside!

Join a Group.  There’s power in numbers - see the attached flyer on IBIP or visit www.ballot-integrity.org 

Participate in an Online Voter Forum.  Good active ones are at www.blackboxvoting.org and www.votersunite.org
Senator Jeffrey M. Schoenberg (D-IL 9th) 

820 Davis St., Ste. 102
Evanston, IL 60201
Phone: (847) 492-1200
Fax: (847) 492-1202
schoenberg@senatedem.state.il.us
Illinois State Senate, Room 218A
Springfield, IL 62706
Phone: (217) 782-2119
Fax: (847) 492-1202


Representative Julie D. Hamos (D-IL 18th) 

820 Davis St., Ste. 103
Evanston, IL 60201-4725
Phone: (847) 424-9898
Fax: (847) 424-9828
julie@juliehamos.org
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House of Representatives, Room 256-W
Springfield, IL 62706
Phone: (217) 782-8052
Fax: (217) 557-7204


94th ILLINOIS GENERAL ASSEMBLY - ELECTIONS & CAMPAIGN REFORM COMMITTEE 

Chairman:

Representative Charles E. Jefferson (D)
67th District 

200 S. Wyman #304

E.J. "Zeke" Giorgi Center

Rockford, IL 61101

(815) 987-7433 

(815) 987-7225 FAX 

cjefferson@hdsmail.state.il.us
281-S Stratton Office Building 

Springfield, IL 62706 

(217) 782-3167 

(217) 557-7654 FAX

Vice Chair:

Representative John D'Amico (D)
15th District 

4404 W. Lawrence Avenue 

Chicago, IL 60630 

(773) 736-0218 

(773) 736-2333 FAX 

jdamico@hdsmail.state.il.us
284-S Stratton Office Building 

Springfield, IL 62706 

(217) 782-8198 

(217) 782-2906 FAX

Representative Daniel V. Beiser (D)
111th District 

2 Terminal Drive, Suite 18B 

East Alton, IL 62024 

(618) 259-4934 

(618) 259-5043 FAX

dbeiser@hdsmail.state.il.us
282-S Stratton Office Building 

Springfield, IL 62706 

(217) 782-5996

(217) 558-0493 FAX

Representative Robert F. Flider (D)
101st District 

District Office: 

132 South Water Suite 

628 Decatur, IL 62523 

(217) 428-2708 

(217) 428-3419 FAX

rflider@hdsmail.state.il.us
200-5S Stratton Office Building 

Springfield, IL 62706 

(217) 782-8398 

(217) 782-2528 FAX

Republican Spokesperson

Representative Jim Durkin (R)
82nd District 

10544 West Cermak Road 

Westchester, IL 60154 

(708) 531-1444

(708) 531-0467 (FAX)

durkin@interaccess.com
2003-G Stratton Office Building

Springfield, IL 62706

(217) 782-1061

(217) 557-6394 (FAX)

Representative Richard P. Myers (R)
94th District 

331 N. Lafayette St. 

Macomb, IL 61455 

(309) 836-2707 

(309) 836-2231 FAX

rmyers@hdsmail.state.il.us
200-7N Stratton Office Building 

Springfield, IL 62706 

(217) 782-0416 

(217) 782-5257 FAX

Representative Ronald A. Wait (R)
69th District 

411 S. State Street 

Belvidere, IL 61008 

(815) 547-7771 

(815) 547-7767 FAX

repwait@aol.com
219-N Stratton Office Building 

Springfield, IL 62706 

(217) 782-0548 

(217) 782-5257 FAX

